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Summer Reading List 2016
Mandatory Reading List for Incoming 6th graders (choose one of the four books below)● Anything but Typical by Nora Raleigh Baskin
○ Jason Blake is an autistic 12-year-old living in a neurotypical
world. Most days it's just a matter of time before something goes wrong. But
Jason finds a glimmer of understanding when he comes across PhoenixBird,
who posts stories to the same online site as he does. Jason can be himself
when he writes and he thinks that PhoneixBird-her name is Rebecca-could be
his first real friend. But as desperate as Jason is to met her, he's terrified that if
they do meet, Rebecca will only see his autism and not who Jason really is.
By acclaimed writer Nora Raleigh Baskin, this is the breathtaking depiction of an autistic
boy's struggles-and a story for anyone who has ever worried about fitting in.

● Also Known as Harper by Ann Haywood Leal
○ Harper is an aspiring poet, and life is giving her a lot to write
about just now. Daddy up and walked out, leaving them with too many bills,
too little money, and an eviction notice. Now Mama is scrambling to make
ends meet, leaving Harper to stay home and take care of her brother. Their
whole world has been turned upside down, which Harper could just about
handle―if it wasn't for the poetry contest at school. More than anything, she
wants to get up on that stage and read her poems out loud. But how can she
worry about getting back to school when she doesn't even know where she's going to
sleep tonight?

● The Color of my Words by Lynn
Joseph
○

Twelve-year-old Ana Rosa is a
blossoming writer growing up in the Dominican Republic, a
country where words are feared. Yet there is so much
inspiration all around her -- watching her brother search for a
future, learning to dance and to love, and finding out what it
means to be part of a community -- that Ana Rosa must write it
all down. As she struggles to find her own voice and a way to
make it heard, Ana Rosa realizes the power of her words to
transform the world around her -- and to transcend the most
unthinkable of tragedies.

● Boys without Names by Kashmira
Sheth
○
Trapped. For eleven-year-old Gopal
and his family, life in their rural Indian village is over: We stay,
we starve, his baba has warned. They flee to the big city of
Mumbai in hopes of finding work and a brighter future. Gopal is
eager to help support his struggling family, so when a stranger
approaches him with the promise of a factory job, he jumps at
the offer. But there is no factory, just a stuffy sweatshop where

he and five other boys are forced to work for no money and little
food. The boys are forbidden to talk or even to call one another
by their real names. Locked away in a rundown building, Gopal
despairs of ever seeing his family again. But late one night,
when Gopal decides to share kahanis, or stories, he realizes that
storytelling might be the boys' key to survival. If he can make
them feel more like brothers than enemies, their lives will be
more bearable in the shop—and they might even find a way to
escape.

Mandatory Reading List for 6th graders moving to 7th grade (choose one of the four
books below)● The Other Half of my Heart by Sundee T. Frazier
○ When Minerva and Keira King were born, they made
headlines: Keira is black like Mama, but Minni is white like Daddy. Together
the family might look like part of a chessboard row, but they are first and
foremost the close-knit Kings. Then Grandmother Johnson calls, to invite the
twins down South to compete for the title of Miss Black Pearl Preteen of
America. Minni dreads the spotlight, but Keira assures her that together they'll
get through their stay with Grandmother Johnson. But when their
grandmother's bias against Keira reveals itself, Keira pulls away from her twin. Minni
has always believed that no matter how different she and Keira are, they share a
deep bond of the heart. Now she'll find out whether that’s really true.

● Fire from the Rock by Sharon Draper
○ Sylvia is shocked and confused when she is asked to be one
of the first black students to attend Central High School, which is scheduled to
be integrated in the fall of 1957, whether people like it or not. Before Sylvia
makes her final decision, smoldering racial tension in the town ignites into
flame. When the smoke clears, she sees clearly that nothing is going to stop
the change from coming. It is up to her generation to make it happen, in as
many different ways as there are colors in the world.

● The Raft by S.A. Bodeen
○ Robie is an experienced traveler. She's taken the flight from
Honolulu to the Midway Atoll, a group of Pacific islands where her parents live,
many times. When she has to get to Midway in a hurry after a visit with her
aunt in Hawaii, she gets on the next cargo flight at the last minute. She knows
the pilot, but on this flight, there's a new co-pilot named Max. All systems are
go until a storm hits during the flight. The only passenger, Robie doesn't panic
until the engine suddenly cuts out and Max shouts at her to put on a life jacket.
They are over miles of Pacific Ocean. She sees Max struggle with a raft. And
then . . . she's in the water. Fighting for her life. Max pulls her onto the raft,
and that's when the real terror begins. They have no water. Their only food is a bag
of Skittles. There are sharks. There is an island. But there's no sign of help
on the way.

● The Crossover by Kwame Alexander
○ "With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is

SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m
delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin
brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball
in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in

this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame
Alexander. Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court
to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping
climax proves a game-changer for the entire family.

Mandatory Reading List for 7th graders moving to 8th grade (choose one of the four
books below)● I am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and was
Shot by The Taliban by Malala Yousefzai and Christina Lamb
○ When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one
girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to
an education.
On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the
ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from
school, and few expected her to survive. Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken
her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the
United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she became a global symbol of peaceful protest and
the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale
of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father who,
himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend
school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes
sons. I AM MALALA will make you believe in the power of one person's voice
to inspire change in the world.

● A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Deckle Edge
○ The beloved American classic about a young girl's coming-ofage at the turn of the century, Betty Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a
poignant and moving tale filled with compassion and cruelty, laughter and
heartache, crowded with life and people and incident. The story of young,
sensitive, and idealistic Francie Nolan and her bittersweet formative years in
the slums of Williamsburg has enchanted and inspired millions of readers for
more than sixty years. By turns overwhelming, sublime, heartbreaking, and uplifting,
the daily experiences of the unforgettable Nolans are raw with honesty and tenderly
threaded with family connectedness -- in a work of literary art that brilliantly
captures a unique time and place as well as incredibly rich moments of universal
experience.

● Chains: Seeds of America Book #1 by Laurie Halse Andersen
○ As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages
her own fight...for freedom. Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she
and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of fate become the property of a malicious
New York City couple, the Locktons, who have no sympathy for the American
Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets Curzon, a slave
with ties to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her owners, who know details
of British plans for invasion. She is reluctant at first, but when the unthinkable
happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her loyalty is available to the bidder who can
provide her with freedom.

● Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
○ In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next
attack, government agencies breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A
brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender" Wiggin lives with his kind but distant parents, his
sadistic brother Peter, and the person he loves more than anyone else, his sister
Valentine. Peter and Valentine were candidates for the soldier-training program but
didn't make the cut--young Ender is the Wiggin drafted to the orbiting Battle School
for rigorous military training. Ender's skills make him a leader in school and
respected in the Battle Room, where children play at mock battles in zero gravity. Yet
growing up in an artificial community of young soldiers, Ender suffers greatly from
isolation, rivalry from his peers, pressure from the adult teachers, and an unsettling
fear of the alien invaders. His psychological battles include loneliness, fear that he is
becoming like the cruel brother he remembers, and fanning the flames of devotion to
his beloved sister. Is Ender the general Earth needs? But Ender is not the only result
of the genetic experiments. The war with the Buggers has been raging for a hundred
years, and the quest for the perfect general has been underway for almost as long.
Ender's two older siblings are every bit as unusual as he is, but in very different
ways. Between the three of them lie the abilities to remake a world. If the world
survives, that is.

